Emergency medicine and public health: new steps in old directions.
Emergency medicine and public health have opportunities to interact in at least 4 areas: surveillance of diseases, injuries, and health risks; monitoring health care access; delivering clinical preventive services; and developing policies to protect and improve the public's health. Recent, cross-cutting initiatives and innovations in these 4 areas follow pathways first explored more than a generation ago and provide an important impetus for future work. An analysis of recent contributions also points to various obstacles and challenges that must be addressed to take full advantage of existing and rapidly developing ties between emergency medicine and public health. The connections between these 2 fields will continue to create important partnership opportunities and the strong possibility of achieving new benefits for patients, the public, and the professionals who serve them.